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S. SAMUTHIRAM
Akademi Award:
Folk Music, Tamil Nadu
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Born on 24 April 1943, S. Samuthiram from Surandatl in
Tamil Nadu started learning the percussion instrument at
the age of 12 years. He learnt nagaswaram properly from
Shri Velu in 1957. Between 1960 to 1965 he |earnt
Nagaswaram from Shri Ganeshan and then from Shri Komu
Kambar since 1970 onwards. At the age of 19 he formed 2
group, Mela Kulu and started performing the folk art called
Naiyaandi Melam.

He has won 12 gold medals for excellence in the playing of
the nagaswaram instrument from various organisations in
Tamil Nadu, supported by the State government, From 31
May 1991 he has been featuring in AIR programmes of
Tirunelveli. The same year, he made his foray into the local
Doordarshan programmes as well. He has won 12 gold
medals and has been a regular artist In the programmes of
the Tamil Nadu government. He has participated in the
North Zone Traditional Arts Festival. Samuthiram is
member of the general council of the lyal Isal Nataka
Manram. He has trained a number of students in the art.
The Tamil Nadu government has honoured him with the
Kalaimamani Award in 2017 and Kalai Mudumani Award In
2005,

Shri S. Samuthiram receives the Sangeet Natak Akadem

Award for 2021 for his contribution to the folk music of
Tamil Nadu.
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